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A Philanthropy Reading & Listening List 
 

Reading #1 

The Revolution Will Not Be Funded: Beyond the Non-Profit Industrial Complex 

Authored by Incite! Women of Color Against Violence 

A brilliant set of essays by activists, organizers, non-profit professionals and scholars that describe 

how the non-profit industrial complex (NPIC) halts movement building and long-term systems 

change.  

For more information, click publisher link 

 

Reading #2 

Decolonizing Wealth: Indigenous Wisdom to Heal Divides and Restore Balance 

Authored by Edgar Villanueva 

Drawing on his experiences, Villanueva uses Indigenous wisdom to provide a way forward and 

decolonize philanthropy.  

For more information, click book link 

 

Reading #3 

Just Giving: Why Philanthropy Is Failing Democracy and How It Can Do Better 

Authored by Robert Reich 

This book questions the ethics of Big Philanthropy and provides examples of how Big Philanthropy 

uses power to undermine democracy and escape accountability.  

For more information, click publisher link  

 

 

Reading #4 

Winners Take All: The Elite Charade of Changing the World 

Authored by Anand Giridharadadas 

Giridharadas investigates how the rich and powerful use philanthropy strategically to further their 

causes instead of advancing equality and justice for all.  

For more information, click publisher link  

 

Reading #5 

Privilege and Solidarity: Challenging Capitalism, Challenging Philanthropy 

Authored by Tyrone Boucher 

A Zine that follows the life of Tyrone, who comes from a wealthy background, as he examines 

notions of philanthropy, solidarity and capitalism.  

For more information, click zine link  

 

 

http://www.joint-development.com/
twitter.com/jointdevelopmnt
https://www.dukeupress.edu/the-revolution-will-not-be-funded
https://www.decolonizingwealth.com/thebook
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691183497/just-giving
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/539747/winners-take-all-by-anand-giridharadas/
https://www.etsy.com/ca/listing/153394886/privilege-and-solidarity-challenging
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Reading #6 

Mutual Aid: Building Solidarity During This Crisis (And The Next) 

Authored by Dean Spade 

Around the globe, people are faced with a spiralling succession of crises, from the COVID-19 to 

climate change. This book offers concrete tools for organizing and innovative ways to share 

resources and support the vulnerable. 

For more information, click book link 

 

Podcast 

Philanthropy and Social Movements 

Created by the students at Harvard Kennedy School 

This podcast examines - through interviews with activists, organizers and funders - the history and 

future of philanthropy and radical social movements. 

For more information, click podcast link  

 

Reading #7 

Pedagogy of the Oppressed 

Authored by Paulo Freire 

Freire’s direct experience of poverty in the aftermath of the 1929 global economic crisis is used to 
examine the creation of a permanent underclass in cities and urban areas and how they are 
increasingly becoming the norm. 
For more information, click publisher link 
 

Reading #8 

Beyond Survival: Strategies and Stories from The Transformative Justice Movement  

Edited by Ejeris Dixon and Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha 

In this collection, a diverse group of authors delve deeply into the “how to” of transformative justice, 
providing alternatives to calling the police, ways to support people having mental health crises, and 
much more. 
For more information, click publisher link  
 

Reading #9 

No Such Thing as a Free Gift: The Gates Foundation and the Price of Philanthropy 

Auhored by Linsey McGoey 

In this book, McGoey puts this new golden age of philanthropy under the microscope—paying 
particular attention to the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 
For more information, click publisher link 
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