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Introduction 

Thank you for downloading the resource!  

In this document, you will find seven definitions and concepts that have helped our team and 

colleagues jumpstart conversations about the challenges, possibilities and alternatives to 

philanthropy. 

We hope to keep adding terms to share with you. For suggestions and feedback, please email us at 

info@joint-development.com. 
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Community-Centric Fundraising 

Community-Centric Fundraising (CCF) is a new fundraising model that is grounded in racial and 

economic justice. CCF considers fundraising to be holistic rather than individual transactions. The 

model encourages mutual support between mission-driven organizations and non-profits.  

To learn more about CCF, click here to visit the CCF website, and here to join the Slack channel. 

A community-centric fundraising quote: 

"CCF believes in ending the white-saviour complex and poverty tourism that 

mark current fundraising philosophies and practices, prioritizing the needs of the 

entire community over the needs of individual donors and organizations, and 

fostering a sense of belonging and interdependence within the practice of 

fundraising in the non-profit sector." - from Community-Centric Fundraising 
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Divestment 

Philanthropy has the power to invest in social justice initiatives, community-building practices and 

innovation. It also has the power to divert or reject funding from partners or donors engaging in 

harmful and inhumane activities.  

Great contradictions arise when funders rely on extractive or exploitative investments to grow 

capital, while at the same time, funding groups and causes working against these same practices. 

This happens, for example, when foundations create environmental grants with support from the 

fossil fuel industry, or when funding is provided by law enforcement foundations to Black and 

Indigenous organizations advocating against police brutality.  

A divestment quote: 

mailto:info@joint-development.com
https://communitycentricfundraising.org/
https://app.slack.com/client/T019JD7HB17


2 of 5 

“There's a lot of talk about philanthropy being responsive, but I believe if there's 

a movement, a true global social movement that’s making a demand of investors, 

philanthropy should heed those demands.  

Divestment really created the first grassroots climate movement, and to not be 

responsive to the demands of that movement is just incomprehensible to me." - 
from Ellen Dorsey, Executive Director, Wallace Global Fund 
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Economic Justice 

When more citizens can provide for themselves, and maintain stable discretionary income, they are 

more likely to spend and drive demand in the economy. 

Economic justice is based on the idea that the economy will be more successful if it operates in a 

fairer, more just way. It believes that by creating opportunities for all members of society through 

for example, viable wages, equal employment and credit opportunities, income equality, sustained 

economic growth can take place for everyone.  

Progressive taxation, Universal Basic Income (UBI), low-cost/ free post-secondary tuition, affordable 

housing, affordable child- care are all methods towards greater economic justice.  

An economic justice quote: 

"[Economic justice] is a set of moral and ethical principles for building economic 

institutions, where the ultimate goal is to create an opportunity for each person 

to establish a sufficient material foundation upon which to have a dignified, 

productive, and creative life." - from Investopedia 
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“Philanthropy is commendable but it must not cause the philanthropist to 

overlook the circumstances of economic injustice, which make 

philanthropy necessary.” - from Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Feminist Funding 

Advancing gender equality and justice requires that we centre the priorities of those who face the 

most discrimination, violence, and oppression in society.  

Feminist funding embraces intersectional feminist principles to address the broader struggle for 

social justice and recognizes that sexism, transphobia, homophobia, misogyny, and restrictive 

gender norms harm everyone. For example, expanding traditional notions of gender in and through 

philanthropy can result in programming truly reaching all women, including BIPOC, trans, and 

nonbinary women.  
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Essentially, feminist funding seeks to ensure that everyone has a seat and voice at the table.  

A feminist funding quote: 

“The work we do together as Women’s Funds and as a women’s funding 

community centering feminist philanthropy is, and should continue to be about 

kinship and collective liberation. It should be about working together so that all 

boats rise together.” - from Amina Doherty, Global Fund for Women, at Women 

Deliver Conference 
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Philanthrocapitalism 

Underpinning the rise of philanthrocapitalism is the idea that to do good socially, one must do well 

financially: public and private interest are strategically conflated and seen as mutually compatible.  

Philanthrocapitalism is different from traditional forms of philanthropy because it involves a 

capitalist, market-based, for-profit approach to solving societal issues. This type of capitalism 

encourages private sector models of profit maximization to ‘amplify’ the social welfare, which 

predominantly impacts systemically marginalized communities. 

A philanthrocapitalism quote: 

"This, fundamentally, is philanthrocapitalism in action: introducing policies that 

help concentrate wealth in the upper echelons of society in the hope that the 

wealthy will donate to the financially strapped rest.” – from Linsey McGoey, 

author of “No Such Thing as a Free Gift” 
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Regenerative Philanthropy 
Regenerative philanthropy helps us rethink philanthropy while also holding its historical white 

supremacist roots and structures accountable. By engaging in this type of philanthropy, capital 

supports the collective capacity of those most impacted by social, economic and systemic 

inequalities. In regenerative philanthropy, communities are wholly or partly responsible for 

producing for themselves, distributing and investing directly in their needs, and generating returns 

on their investments. 

Democratic governance, trust and self-determination are at the heart of this type of philanthropy. 

Collective well-being and knowledge are prioritized over the interests of a few. 

A regenerative philanthropy quote: 

"Supports the creation of new, lasting structures that allow for reinvestment in 

productive community businesses and organizations that foster self-reliance and 

self-determination.  

It is a philanthropy that puts concentrated wealth under the democratic control 

of communities for creative, productive activity to build a new, more humane 

world." - from Justice Funders 
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Social Solidarity Economy 
A Social Solidarity Economy (SSE) is an ethical and values-based approach to economic development 

that prioritizes the welfare of people and planet, over profits and blind growth.  

SSE are organizations and enterprises based on principles of solidarity and participation that produce 

goods and services while also pursuing economic and social goals. These types of organizations may 

include cooperatives, mutual benefit societies, associations, social enterprises, and from time to 

time, foundations. 

In SSEs, profits and market relationships are considered subordinate to human labour and dignity.  

SSE Includes: 

• Collective self-organizing to sustain human and non-human life 

• Democratic coordination of economic and social enterprise 

• Worker and collective ownership 

• Social transformation centred on human need and the environment 

• Self-Managed enterprises 

• Participatory civic and social action 

• Ongoing education and learning for progress 

A social solidarity economy quote: 

“In SSE ordinary people play an active role in shaping all of the dimensions of 

human life: economic, social, cultural, political, and environmental. It also aims to 

transform the social and economic system that includes public, private and third 

sectors." - from RIPESS, Intercontinental network for the promotion of social solidarity 

economy 
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